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Table 1: The Asylum Process

Arrival in UK

Claim asylum at port of entry —

‘port applicant’

Claim asylum after arrival at asylum intake

unit in Croydon - ‘in-country” applicants

Age disputed — may
be routed as an adult
if the claimant’s
physical appearance/
demeanour ‘very
strongly suggests that
they are significantly
over 18 years of age’
(but see age dispute
chapter for issues
regarding this)

Welfare interview (previously ‘screening
interview’)

Fingerprints and photographs taken

Statement of Evidence form (SEF) provided

\_ J

s

Possible referral to the national asylum
allocation unit

Possible referral to decide where in the
country a child will be cared for. If moved,
local legal representation should be found

\

Statement of Evidence form (SEF) (Minor)
to be completed in English and returned
within around a month of issue (except

port applicants)

Should meet with solicitor to complete this
\_

Child referred to local
authority and legal
representative (this

should occur on day

one). The social worker

should be made aware
of the need to share

information on the best
interests of the child

If child is moved
through the transfer
scheme, a new legal
rep (or initial legal rep

if no advice so far)
should be instructed
as a matter of urgency

Substantive interview

Children over 12 ordinarily asked to attend.
The interviewer should also describe the next
stage of the process with the child and the
social worker

Decision made
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Grant of asylum (refugee status)

Refusal of asylum

Possible grant of humanitarian protection or UASC leave)




